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Stewards' Committees; but they refused to recognize the Clyde
Workers' Committee and dealt, on matters relating to the
area as a whole, with the official Trade Union organizations.
The Commissioners had not gone far with their work when
there broke out a serious strike at Parkhead Forge, over the
question of the right of the convener of shop stewards, David
Kirkwood, to go from one workshop to another within the
establishment as the workmen's representative. This strike,
under the leadership of the Clyde Workers' Committee,
speedily spread to other factories; and the Government decided
to take drastic action against the leaders of the militant
movement. In March 1916 a number of the most prominent
Clyde left-wingers were arrested under the Defence of the
Realm Act without charge or warrant, and simply deported
out of the district and forbidden to return. They were not
kept in prison, but were allowed to find work in other towns
at a distance, where their influence was not expected to
count.
This action did in fact strike a severe blow at the militant
movement; for the leaders who had been deported were not
easy to replace. Gradually some of them were allowed to
return, on giving an undertaking to take part in no further
strikes during the war; but the rest, who held out for uncon-
ditional return, were not allowed back until May 1917.
While, as far as the Clyde was concerned, the Government
might regard its "firmness" as having succeeded, the influence
of the Clyde Workers' Committee had, before this set-back,
spread to many other areas. Workers' Committees on similar
lines had been set up in a large number of engineering centres;
and "rank and file" movements were developing on the
railways and in a number of other industries. These move-
ments, at the outset almost wholly economic in purpose, wyere
soon to take on a secondary political character as the hopes of
a speedy peace died away and as the Government in its need
for men turned from the voluntary system to military con-
scription.
Compulsory military service was introduced, for single men
only, in March 1916; but despite all promises to the contrary
it was extended to married men only two months later. These